
A Place Apart
an episcopal retreat center of the diocese of virginia

News about Shrine Mont    Pentecost 2009

Greetings from Shrine Mont
By Kevin Moomaw, Director

	 As you get this late summer newsletter Shrine Mont 
has enjoyed serving over 600 campers and thousands of 
conference and retreat participants. We appreciate all who 
have come or plan to come during what has been a difficult 
economic time for everyone.
	 The spring season started off very promising with over 
150 people participating in our annual volunteer work 
weekend. Volunteers accomplished a number of chores to 
get Shrine Mont ready for the season including the creation 
of a new prayer labyrinth about 100 yards south of the 
Shrine.  Shrine Mont thanks those volunteers for their hard 
work that weekend.
	 In addition to the labyrinth Shrine Mont has added new 
meeting space and renovated sleeping rooms for this season. 
The Allegheny, Massanutten and Board meeting rooms are 
on the ballroom level of the Virginia House and can hold 
between 20 and 60 people. Each room is air conditioned and 
has state-of-the-art audio visual equipment. The building 
that was once known as the staff house has been renovated 
and is now called the Hillside with six double rooms each 
with a private bathroom and a new living with a fireplace. 
We are deeply grateful to those who have given to support 
these improvements.
	 Shrine Mont has not been immune from the economic 
struggles. Many groups have brought in smaller 
numbers than in the past. We have learned that 
churches and conferences that anticipated a tougher 
time worked harder and earlier to recruit retreat 
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participants and their efforts yielded 
higher numbers, sometimes record high 
numbers. My advice to groups this fall 
and next spring is to start out early and 
contact us if we can be of any help. I or my 
staff will be glad to visit and talk about 
Shrine Mont. I ask that if you anticipate a 
drop in your numbers, please let Shrine 
Mont know as soon as possible so we 

have the opportunity to fill unused space.
	 I am very excited by the progress Kirk Gibson has 
made in starting up our fundraising program. Kirk has 
been meeting with individuals and groups throughout our 
Diocese and there is great enthusiasm about giving to Shrine 
Mont. Please feel free to contact Kirk if you want to learn 
more about the ways to give to Shrine Mont.
	 Finally I want to thank Bishop Lee and Kristy Lee for 
their twenty five years of leadership of Shrine Mont. We 
have seen many remarkable changes during Bishop Lee’s 
time as the President of Shrine Mont and we appreciate his 
continued commitment to our work here on the Mountain. 
	 We hosted a guest season in August and are preparing 
for a special fundraising dinner in the Ballroom of the 
Virginia House on October 10. Please join us for some 
good food and good fun.  More information on the golf 
tournament and other upcoming events can be found on our 

renovated Web site www.shrinemont.com.

Shrine Mont  •  221 Shrine Mont Circle  •  Orkney Springs  •  VA 22845
540.856.2141  •  shrine@shentel.net  •  www.shrinemont.com

The renovated Massanutten room in the Virginia House.

Kevin Moomaw
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The old staff house has been renovated and named “Hillside.”
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Shrine Mont Work Weekend a Tremendous Success
by Tom Von Hemert

Thank You
by Nancy Kuhn Mills

	 During the annual Volunteer Work Weekend 
(March 20-22, 2009) over 150 hard working volunteers 
from all parts of the Diocese from ages 18 to 81 came 
to help Shrine Mont prepare and repair the camps and 
conference campus for another year.  From new, huge 
projects (building the Celtic labyrinth with over 1,000 
stone boulders on the site of the old clay tennis courts) 
to small, old tasks (painting fire hydrants and the shuffle 
board court) everyone worked hard and gave of their 
wonderful talents and skills.  We celebrated the arrival of 
new volunteers and parishes (St. Paul’s, Ivy) and we gave 
special grace and tribute to a long time Work Weekend 
Volunteer, Mike Schmid of Pohick Church, who sadly 
died earlier this year.  
	 The Shrine Mont staff beautifully coordinated all the 
work projects and nourished us with delicious meals and 
snacks (homemade donuts made by Thelma and Hope).  
With over 75 buildings and 1,100 acres to maintain there 
was plenty of work to keep everyone busy and occupied 
over the entire weekend.
	 On Sunday morning everyone gathered at the Shrine 
and Bishop Johnston celebrated the Eucharist.  We gave 
thanks for all the incredible blessings God provided 
us; clear skies, warm weather, keeping everyone safe, 
meeting new friends, and the opportunity to give of our 
time and talents back to a beautiful, sacred place we all 
love and cherish.

Dear Shrine Mont friends,
	 The Lord works in mysterious ways, as my grandmother 
used to say, and a number of us got to see that first-hand 
on March 21, when a team of dedicated volunteers built the 
Shrine Mont labyrinth in just a few hours.
	 As we had planned the work weekend, we thought 
that a successful weekend’s labyrinth project would 
be to move most (but not all) of the 1,000 rocks needed 
for construction from the Moomaw farm to the new 
labyrinth site near the Shrine. We assumed that groups 
using the site would move the rest of the rocks later 
and actually construct the labyrinth over the spring and 
early summer.
	 But we had not counted on the strong backs, 

(Top) The completed labyrinth has over 1,500 stones. (Bottom) Bishop 
Shannon S. Johnston places the final stone of the labyrinth during the 
work weekend,

hearty temperaments, and sweet souls who hauled 
rocks, placed stones, ran equipment, cleared land, 
lined drainage ditches, trimmed back trees, and did the 
seemingly impossible.  With your energy we built the 
Shrine Mont labyrinth in just one morning!
	 My heart-felt and heart-filled thanks to all of you 
who worked on our labyrinth at Shrine Mont’s Work 
Weekend. You have given a gift to many people for years 
to come. Many blessings to you as you walk the path.

Nancy Kuhn Mills
Emmanuel on High, Alexandria
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Camp Scholarship Fund  
at St. Paul’s, Hanover
By the Rev. Jack Sutor

	 St. Paul’s Church, Hanover Courthouse is a small 
parish with many big blessings.  One of the most exciting 
is the Garna Blakey Kraft Shrine Mont Scholarship Fund, 
established to send all parish children to camp.  It was 
established by Ted Kraft, a long-time parishioner, in 
gratitude for his late wife.
	 Ted and Garna Kraft spent a lifetime teaching in 
the public schools, working in Christian education on 
Sundays at St. Paul’s, and supporting summer camps in 

several places.  Ted 
chose to honor Garna 
in a way dear to her 
heart, by bringing 
children into a nearer 
relationship with God.
	 St. Paul’s has 
many children.  They 
return from summer 
camp enthused and 
energized in the 

faith, and full of stories and good memories that flow 
into parish life.  For many parents, however, the cost of 
sending one, two or three children to camp is prohibitive.  
Ted’s Scholarship Fund makes it possible for every child 
to go, and has even sent needy and deserving friends of 
St. Paul’s children.  
	 The parish, which subsidized as many children as 
possible before the Fund was established, does all it can to 
contribute to the fund’s corpus.  Church suppers and other 
special events pour proceeds into the fund, as well as an 
increasing number of private gifts from good people who 
see what miracles occur in the Shrine Mont environment.
	 A week at a Shrine Mont camp can tip a child in 
the direction of faith.  Campers form relationships and 
spiritual understandings under the umbrella of the 
church at critical times in their development.  Parishes 
wishing to make a difference in a child’s life, encourage 
Sunday School attendance, and support youth ministry 
might consider establishing a similar fund.  Call St. Paul’s 
at 804-537-5516.  They’ll tell you all about it.

Shrine Mont has a revamped Web site. Check it out!
www.shrinemont.com

Early Parish Retreats at  
Shrine Mont
By the Rev. Alwin Rieners

	 It was the spring of 1962.  St. Bartholomew’s Mission 
Church in Richmond’s west end had been founded the 
previous year. It was a congregation of largely young 
families. Although their homes were in the nearby 
surrounding area, the people were mostly strangers to one 
another before attending St. Bartholomew’s.
	 It seemed to the Vicar [the Rev. Alwin Rieners, Jr.] that 
a weekend retreat at Shrine Mont would be a significant aid 
in creating community in this recent addition to the Church 
in Virginia.
	 Being familiar with Shrine Mont and the Moomaws, the 
Vicar reserved a weekend for early May.  The design of the 
weekend included worship, study, recreation and of course 
eating!  Sunday lunch was always fried chicken, rice and 
gravy and Shrine Mont’s homemade apple butter.
	 About 30 people including children came.  The study 
portion was a course, the Narrow Ridge supplied by the 
Educational Center in St. Louis.  There was only one other 
group at Shrine Mont that weekend – a youth group from 
a church in Arlington.  And they asked us please to be less 
noisy at night.
	 At the conclusion of the weekend our group said, “This 
has to be a first annual.” So we continued each year in May 
to have a weekend at Shrine Mont.  The attendance grew, 
virtually doubling in the second year. 
	 Getting a parish weekend at Shrine Mont in those days 
was easy.  But over time the word spread that a weekend 
at Shrine Mont was a significant aid to parish life and 
other parishes in the Diocese began to have Shrine Mont 
weekends.  We had started something.
	 A few years later the Vicar was called to be the Rector 
of a church in North Carolina. In 1979, he answered a call 
back to Virginia to St. Paul’s in Hanover Court House.  
And of course he wanted to have a parish weekend for St. 
Paul’s at Shrine Mont. But the word had spread and times 
had changed.  Now it seemed that so many congregations 
were going to Shrine Mont for a parish weekend that 
there were hardly any weekends to be had.  Finally a 
weekend was found.  However, unlike that first weekend 
in 1962, St. Paul’s was one of several other congregations 
at Shrine Mont.  On balance we thank the Lord for this 
kind of growth.

St. Paul’s, Hanover
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Honor Roll of Donors
Cathedral Society
(gifts over $5,001)
Peter and Kristy Lee
Mr. & Mrs. Kenton R. Miller, Jr.
 
Shrine Society
(gifts between $2,501 and $5,000)
Mr. & Mrs. John Dewhirst 

Woodward Society
(gifts between $1,001 and $2,500)
Dr. & Mrs. John A. Board 
The Rt. Rev. Shannon S. Johnston
Mike and Kim Kerr
Dr. & Mrs. Read F. McGehee

Moomaw Society
(gifts between $751 and $1,000)
Robert and Susan Agnew
Ms. Suzanne S. Brock
Mr. & Mrs. Robert M. Burchette
Ms. Maria Gulickson
Mrs. Patricia Harrison
Mrs. Sture Olsson
David and Helen Penrod
The Rev. & Mrs. Frederick R. Trumbore

Dennis Society
(gifts between $501 and $750)
Catherine and Tom Baker
Church of the Epiphany, Oak Hill
Kingston Parish, Mathews

Gibson Club
(gifts between  $251 and $500)
Mrs. Augusta Bunting
John and Carolyn Chilton
Ms. Nancy Dupree
Dick and Jayne Edge
Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin W. Emerson
Mr. Alfred B. Forstall, Jr. &  
	 Ms. Wendell B. Forstall
Mrs. Louise Forstall
Mr. Christopher Francoise & Ms. Janet Peyton
Amy and Will Goodnight
Mr. & Mrs. Donald R. Hague
Mr.  & Mrs. Ratcliffe W. Harris
The Rt. Rev. & Mrs. David C. Jones
Barry H. and Jane Clare Joyner
Mr. & Mrs. John & Linda Kelleher
Mrs. Katherine Lenzi
Ms. Barbara McMurry
Dick and Thelma Moomaw
Kevin and Mary Moomaw
Mr. & Mrs. Gordon P. Peyton, Jr.
David and Betsy Poist
Ms. Angelika S. Powell
Region IV
Sandi and Dick Shirey
Roxanne and Sonny Snelbaker
The Hon. Lloyd C. &  
	 Mrs. Dorothy Sullenberger
Mr. Thomas von Hemert

Dr. & Mrs. William C. Williams
Dallas and Betty Lou Wolfe

Lincoln Club
(gifts between $101 and $250)
Anonymous
Mr. William E. Adams
Dr. & Mrs. David H. Charlton
Mr. Jay Creswell, Jr.
William and Jennifer Eckel
Mrs. Ambler Fritsche
Mr. & Mrs. John M. Fritsche
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Furniss, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Donald M. Gish
The Rev. & Mrs. David J. Greer
Mr. Robin Gulick
Virginia and Harold Hallock
Ms. Mary K. Hardy
Mr. M. Blake & Ms. Stephanie Henke
Joe and Mary Kittle
Mr. Charles B. Lee
Mrs. Caroline C. Lewis
Sarah and Matthew Lisk
Mr. Douglas McDonald & Ms. Margaret Kerfoot
Mr. & Mrs. Donald D. O’Connell
Ms. Kate Parthemos
Jon and Elizabeth Pearson
Mrs. Jane W. Rotch
Dr. & Ms. George F. Spagna, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. A. P. Stone
Mr. Marion Moncure Wall
Bruce and Rosemary Wallinger
Mr. & Ms. Douglas H. Wheeler
Marty and Dick Wilson
Mr. & Mrs. Charles F. Wiltshire

Peterkin Club
(gifts between $51 and $100)
Ms. Mary E. Ashton
Mr. Stuart Ashton, Jr.
The Rt. Rev. Robert P. & Ms. Rosemary Atkinson
Richard and Debra Banks
Ms. Nancy J. Barton
Mrs. Jeter Benbow
Mr. John A. Berry
Ms. Ashley Bigelow
Mr. William G. Bland
Dave and Jane Brody
Mrs. Ethel Cacheris
Dr. Madge S. Carter
Church of the Resurrection, Alexandria
Mr. Richard & Ms. Lori Cole
George and Martha Cooper
Cople Parish ECW
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Cordray
Ms. Betty L. Cover
Leonard and Mary Ann Cowherd
Thomas and Carrie Cuddy
Mrs. Anne Gordon Curran
Mr. John S. Davis IV

Dr. Lissa Power-deFur
Mr. John Duffy
Mrs. Peggy T. Elmore
Emmanuel Church, Greenwood
Ms. Caroline Emswiler
Mr. & Mrs. J. Richard Faulkner, Jr.
Mr. Willard B. Ferris
The Rev. Richard E. Fichter, Jr.
Ms. Fran Gayle
Ms. Dorothy Goodnight
James & Marci Gravatt
John & Georgianna Greely
Mrs. Jennifer Gregory
Mrs. Myfanwy Hall
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy A. Hall
Dr. & Mrs. Richard M. Hamrick III
Mr. Walker J. Hardy
Mr. Richard A. Haupt
Ms. Kate G. Hayes
James R. and Nancy S. Henry
Charles & Ann Hobson
Ms. Alison Jesse & Ms. Jennifer Nolden
The Rev. Pierce & Ms. Tuke Klemmt
Robert & Jane Knight
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph A. Kuchler
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Laughlin, Jr.
COL & Mrs. Raymond H. Lee
Bill and Betty Livingston
Mr. Geoffrey H. Lunt
Mr. T. Freeland Mason, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Eric J. Melkerson
John and Stephanie Miles
Mrs. Florence Moncure
John and Judi Moomaw
Thomas and Lisa Moomaw
Mr. Scott Moring
Mr. Gregory L. Morris
Murray and Janice Newman
Rodney F. & Deborah W. Page
Anita and Darrel Parke
Sally and Tom Parsons
Kathy and Joe Paulini
Ms. Sarah Pease
Mark and Teri Pierce
Andre Pineda and Carol Kando-Pineda
Rueben and Sue Rainey
Ms. Eleanor G. Richards
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Richmond, Jr.
The Rev. Ann Ritonia
Jack Robertson and Diane Dale
Mr. Harry L. Shackelford
Mr. & Mrs. William F. Shewey
Miss Julia Lewis Shields
Albert and Maxine Shultz
Mrs. Grace L. Sims
Ms. Patricia Smith
Bobbi and Stan Smith
Bernard and Rosemary Swope
St. James-the-Less Junior High Youth Group
CAPT Donald J. & Mrs. Marlene Taggart
Mr. Richard N. Taliaferro, Jr.
Suzanne F. and William G. Thomas
Mr. Robert F. Torla



The Rt. Rev. Joseph T. Heistand

The Rt. Rev. Robert P. & Ms. Rosemary Atkinson

Chris Horne

Virginia and Harold Hallock
Ms. Mary K. Hardy

Dorothy Page Hynes

Ms. Caroline Emswiler

Frank Levy

Ms. Margaret Heyn

Edgar Loudon

Ms. Caroline Emswiler
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October 1, 2008 – March 31, 2009
Mrs. Ellen Townsend
The Revs. Sven vanBaars and Jennifer Kimball
Vauter’s Church, Loretto
Virginia Theological Seminary
Ms. Cristobel Von Hemert
The Rev. William L. & Ms. Carol Weiler
Mr. Frederick E. Weisensale
Mrs. Erica Westcott
Ms. Barbara Whistler
Mr. & Mrs. Russell White
Mr. Fred Wimberly
Thomas Wingenbach and Joseph Wingenbach
Roger and Helen Zebarth
Rick and Lynn Zoll

Stribling Club
(gifts between $26 and $50)
Ms. Valda C. Anderson
Mr. William B. Baker
Mr. Karl Boughan
Ms. Linda Broadbent
Mrs. Mary Jo Browning
Ms. Sue A. Bryant
Frank and Pamela Cangelosi
Dr. & Mrs. Edward Alan Caress
Mr. Andrew & Ms. Theresa Dolson
George and Emma Drummond
Ms. Caryl D. Engler
Capt. William G. Fisher, Jr.
Mrs. Lois Foster
Ms. Claire Martin Gesalman
Mr. & Mrs. Phil D. Gilliland
Mr. Christian J. Goll
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Grotz
Ms. Nancy E. Hardy
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen E. Hart
Hatteras Harbor Charters
Ms. Margaret Heyn
Mr. Patrick R. Hoffman
Ron and Conde Hopkins
Ms. Anne M. Karoly
Mrs. Ann Kavaljian
The Kellys
Mr. Frederick G. Kraft

Ms. Karen C. Kucik
Jim and Sheila Lincoln
Mr. Herb & Ms. Frances Lodder
Miss Elizabeth Long
Robert and Betty Welles Lowry
Mr. & Mrs. Claude A. Lundquist
The Rev. Roma W. Maycock
Alan & Dardi McLeod
Jim and Betsey Miner
Anne and Percy Montague
Mr. & Mrs. Robert T. Norman
Mr. & Mrs. Brian W. Obert
Mrs. Mary Oppenheimer
Mrs. Patricia L. Pace
Mrs. Lila W. Palmer
Mr. & Mrs. R. Gregory Porter III
Ms. Jacqueline Rorrer
Kevin and Karen Rose
Ms. C. Lindsay Ryland
John & Amy Schick
Mr. Rodney M. Shepherd
Ms. Suzanne Sigmon
The Rev. Harrison T. Simons
Mr. Alan B. Sinclair
St. Stephen’s, Richmond
Molly and Dick Tashjian
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Terry
Mr. & Mrs. James G. Thayer
Mr. & Mrs. James L. Thorn, Sr.
Mr. Will & Mrs. Jean P. Watkins
Ms. Betty K. Welles
Ed and Fontaine Williamson

Lloyd Club
(gifts up to $25)
Mrs. Marsha Bell
Mr. Thomas Blencowe
Mr. & Mrs. James S. Bradley
Broadway High School
Ms. Susan Carter
Mrs. Margaret H. Cox
The Rev. Mary R. H. Demmler
Mrs. Ellen M. Diming
Dr. Karen Drenkard

Ms. Elizabeth Elliott
Mrs. John G. Ellsworth
Mr. & Mrs. Jim and Karen Evans
Ms. Katie Farmer
Ms. Norine Florian
Mrs. Patricia Harrigan
Mrs. Daisy B. Harvey
Mr. Jay Howell
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Johnston
Dennis and Susan Jones
Mr. James & Ms. Elizabeth F. Lacy
Ms. Sue H. Lancaster
Mrs. Caroline Y. Lindemann
Mr. James C. & Ms. Amy W. Mackay
Mike and Sherry Means
Mr. John Metz, Jr.
Mr. Bucky Mills and Ms. Nancy Kuhn
Hobby N. and Catherine T. Neale
Ms. Elaine Nunnally
Ms. Suzy Parker
Mr. & Mrs. Glen Peterson
Ms. Carole J. Phillips
Ms. Harriet M. Pilger
Everett and Susan Post
Mr. & Mrs. Edward T. Pritt
Mrs. B. Clifton Reardon
Mr. & Mrs. John Edmund Roberts, Jr.
Ms. Susan W. Roberts
Mr. J. C. Shackelford
The Rev. Wesley Smith
Mr. William A. Smith
Mr. J. Boyd Spencer
James H. and Marcia Thessin
John and Lynn Thompson
Mr. & Mrs. Rodney O. Thorson
Ms. Rosemarie C. Trapnell
Mike and Debbie Trowbridge
Ms. Harriet C. Vaughan
Ms. Joanne Wellford
Mr. David Wingenbach
Brett and Margaret Wohler
The Very Rev. Stuart C. Wood

continued on page 6

To the Glory of God and  
in Memory of:

Dr. & Mrs. George Cleaveland

Dr. & Mrs. William C. Williams

Ms. Liz Elmore

Catherine and Tom Baker
Dr. & Mrs. John A. Board 
Mrs. Peggy T. Elmore
James and Marci Gravatt
Dick and Thelma Moomaw
Mr. & Mrs. Robert T. Norman
Kevin and Karen Rose
Ms. C. Lindsay Ryland
Mr. & Mrs. Russell White
Ed and Fontaine Williamson

Mrs. Allison Gibson

The Rt. Rev. Robert P. & Ms. Rosemary Atkinson

The Rev. Churchill J. Gibson, Jr.
Catherine and Tom Baker
Ms. Nancy Dupree
The Rev. Richard E. Fichter, Jr.
Mrs. Jennifer Gregory
Mrs. Patricia Harrison
John and Stephanie Miles
Murray and Janice Newman
The Rev. Harrison T. Simons
Bruce and Rosemary Wallinger
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Honor Roll of Donors
Marian Hope Lund

Ms. Alison Jesse and Ms. Jennifer Nolden

Jim Makris

Ms. Nancy Dupree

Joe H. McMurry

Ms. Barbara McMurry

Peggy Mills

Ms. Nancy Dupree

Mr. Ned Moomaw

John and Carolyn Chilton
Emmanuel Church, Greenwood
Amy and Will Goodnight
Ms. Dorothy Goodnight

Nellie and Wilmer Moomaw

Mrs. Patricia Harrison
Mr. & Ms. Douglas H. Wheeler

Stuart and June Sale

Mrs. Patricia Harrison

Will Stanley

Mr. & Mrs. J. Richard Faulkner, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. William F. Shewey
Molly and Dick Tashjian

Marion and Jane Swartz

George and Emma Drummond

Mrs. Toby von Hemert

Ms. Suzanne S. Brock
Mrs. Mary Jo Browning
Mrs. Ethel Cacheris
Mr. Alfred B. Forstall, Jr. &
	 Ms. Wendell B. Forstall
Mrs. Louise Forstall
Virginia and Harold Hallock
Hatteras Harbor Charters
Mr. Richard A. Haupt
James R. and Nancy S. Henry
Mrs. Ann Kavaljian
Mike and Kim Kerr
Ms. Sue H. Lancaster
The Rt. Rev. & Mrs. Peter James Lee
Bill and Betty Livingston
Sally and Tom Parsons
David and Betsy Poist
Rueben and Sue Rainey
Ms. Susan W. Roberts
Mrs. Jane W. Rotch
John & Amy Schick
Mr. & Mrs. A. P. Stone
Suzanne F. and William G. Thomas
Ms. Rosemarie C. Trapnell
Ms. Harriet C. Vaughan
Mr. Will & Mrs. Jean P. Watkins

Mrs. Amy Warder

The Rt. Rev. Robert P. & Ms. Rosemary Atkinson

Ms. Livy Whitehurst

Ms. Joanne Wellford

The Rev. Newt & Mrs. Dorothy Wilbur

Mrs. Patricia Harrison

To the Glory of God and  
in Honor of:

Friends

Ms. Nancy Dupree

Michael Cadaret

Ms. Mary E. Ashton

Nancy and Darry Dupree

Mr. Bucky Mills and Ms. Nancy Kuhn

Dottie Gibson

Hobby N. and Catherine T. Neale

Kirk Gibson’s New Ministry

Region IV

Barbara and Joe McMurry

Anne and Percy Montague

Elizabeth Herring Miner

Jim and Betsey Miner

Mystery Meat

Mr. James & Ms. Elizabeth F. Lacy

Jacko Post

Everett and Susan Post

Fred and Helen Weisensale

Mr. & Mrs. Claude A. Lundquist
Ms. Suzanne Sigmon

continued from page 5

	 This past spring Shrine Mont 
lost two dear friends.  Barbara 
Levy served on the Shrine Mont 
Board since 1997.  Her leadership 
and commitment to Shrine Mont 
will be missed.
	 Fred Moring was a long-
serving member of the Shrine 
Mont Development Committee 
and a leader in the development 
of the Transfiguration Society, 
Shrine Mont’s planned giving 
program.  Mr. Moring and Ms. 
Levy were charter members of the 
Transfiguration Society.

In Memoriam

Ms. Levy

Mr. Moring

The Youth of St. James the Less present a donation for Shine Mont to 

Development Director Kirk Gibson during their spring retreat.
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bucket loads of apple 
butter from her post 
in Brown Hall and 
continued to host 
bridge games. Then 
there was Nellie 
Moomaw, wife of 
Shrine Mont’s director 
Wilmer. Nellie’s 
warm, down-to-earth 
presence made guests 
feel at home.  Nellie 
was a fantastic listener 
and in turn told 
stories of the guests 
and staff of Shrine 
Mont with love, 
pleasure, and a ready 
laugh that bubbled 
up from deep inside 
her. Dick Moomaw 
took over as Director 
of Shrine Mont upon 

the retirement of his father Wilmer. Dick’s wife Thelma, 
in addition to fulfilling the role of Shrine Mont hostess, 
managed the kitchen and dining room efficiently and 
tirelessly, often working shoulder to shoulder with the 
cooks. Thelma’s great pleasure was found in the hours 
she visited with Shrine Mont’s guests. “Now last year you 
were…and how did that turn out?” was Thelma’s typical 
conversation starter as she sat down at your table at the 
end of a meal. Thelma’s quality of picking-up-with-you-
where-she-left-off was aided by her phenomenal memory, 
but it is Thelma’s open hearted generosity, born of her 
love for people and of Shrine Mont, that made her the 
beloved presence that she was as hostess and remains in 
her retirement.
	 Shrine Mont’s hostess knew she had big, fancy shoes 
to fill. She was honored to serve Shrine Mont’s guests  
this August.

Shrine Mont Hostess
By Cyndy Seibels

	 Shrine Mont enjoyed having a hostess the last two 
weeks of August 2009. What did she do? She showed 
you to your cottage if you were unfamiliar with Shrine 
Mont. She found a table in the dining room that is just 
right for you and your family. She was available to answer 
any questions you may have about Shrine Mont or the 
surrounding area. She suggested, planned and facilitated 
activities. She knew that many individuals and families 
wanted to be left alone to enjoy Shrine Mont’s peace and 
beauty, but if you wanted to climb North Mountain, for 
instance, and didn’t have a buddy, she found someone to 
hike with you and arranged for bagged lunches from the 
kitchen. Would guests like to play volleyball after supper?  
Softball in the afternoon? Or have a bonfire at night? How 
about reviving bridge playing in Art Hall? (Does anyone 
play bridge anymore?) Shrine Mont’s hostess could be the 
point person for these and other activities.

Where will you find Shrine Mont’s hostess? In or 
around Brown Hall.

Who is Shrine Mont’s hostess? Cyndy Seibels, who 
has visited Shrine Mont since the age of five and 
considers Shrine Mont as much home as the house 
she grew up in. Cyndy was raised in Richmond and 
lives in Manhattan with her husband John Kolp and 
daughter Hattie. She enjoyed a career in the art world 
and now teaches nursery school.

Why does Shrine Mont have a hostess? Because 
Shrine Mont and its guests deserve one! 

	 The position of Shrine Mont hostess has a rich history. 
Frances Woodward, the wife of Shrine Mont’s founder, 
fulfilled hostess duties in the early days. Louise Sapp was 
Shrine Mont’s hostess in the 1950s and 60s. Mizz Sapp—
as we children called her, in that southern slur before 
“Ms.” was coined—was a warm, grandmotherly presence 
in Brown Hall. Not only did she see that those who 
ordered the Washington Post got it every morning, but 
she coordinated with dining room hostess Hazel Ranson 
on who-sits-where, sold postcards from a tiny nook near 
the kitchen, and also with Mrs. Ranson arranged nightly 
bridge parties in Art Hall. As if that were not enough, 
Mrs. Sapp played the organ for all services in the Shrine 
and crocheted in her down time. 
	 Mrs. Sapp was ably succeeded by Phyllis Burke, a 
tiny bundle of charm and good humor, who sold 

Ms. Sapp (pictured here in the mid 1960’s) 

served as hostess in Brown Hall in the 

1950’s and 1960’s.



Tee with the Bishop Golf Tournament 
	 September 13 and 14, 2009

Diocese of Virginia Parish Youth Ministries  
8th grade retreat

	 October 9 – 11, 2009

Spectacular Wine Tasting Dinner in the ballroom of the 
Virginia House (a fundraising event for Shrine Mont) 
	 October 10, 2009

Fall Clergy retreat 
	 October 12 – 14, 2009

Fall Camp sponsored by the Tri-Diocesan Council  
on Aging 
	 October 26 – 29, 2009

Diocese of Virginia Parish Youth Ministries 6th and 7th 
grade retreat 
	 November 13 – 15, 2009

Shrine Mont Camps Christmas Reunion at  
St. James-the-Less, Ashland, VA 
	 January 2, 2010
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Upcoming Events at Shrine Mont 
for the Fall of 2009

Contact Shrine Mont for more information on calendar events  
540.856.2141  •  shrine@shentel.net  •  www.shrinemont.com

Open Dates
If you would like to plan a retreat at Shrine 
Mont for the spring of 2010, call Donna Trent 
at 540.856.2141 or email shrine@shentel.net for 
availability.  There are dates available in 2010, 
plan early:

2010 dates with space available include:
April 9-11
April 16-18
May 9-11


